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Rhino Rock
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ponytail. | check my outfit to see if everything fits well. Today’s one of those days |
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The clock blinks 9:08.
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“I know! Did you miss your date today, Sis? Huh?” Cherry says as she flips her
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“It’s Rhino Rock! The cute place I've always wanted to go.”
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bloggers to flock to.
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“No worries Mom! The trail is short but amazing.” | say, grinning

Mom gets a matching black T-shirt and sports pants for Anderson. She stuffs Anll
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Mom gazes at me for a while, laughs, then removes the stuff from the bag and
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“Hey sis, do | look okay with this outfit?” Cherry asks.
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Before we leave the flat, Anderson, Cherry and | get some bites on the cheese
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We take the subway and drop off at Northpoint station.

As we step out of exit C, Cherry makes a dash for the 109 bus. She thunders onto
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“Cherry, wake me up when we arrive at the final stop,” | utter. | lean my head on
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Suddenly, Cherry shakes me. | gradually open my eyes. The sea is so blue from
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As we drop off the bus, | open the Hiking app to find the starting point of the trail.
The bus driver lip-syncs “Rhino Rock” to us at his seat. | nod at him.




The driver gets off the bus and leads us to the starting point.

“Thank you!” We all smile.

The sky is blue. The clouds are comical. I’'m once again reminded of the depth of
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As we walk, | look up at the emerald leaves. The sunlight seems to pass through
their veins. | take a photo until the sun is just hidden behind the trees. The forest is
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“There aren’t many people around. You can take off your masks if you want to. It’s
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one on the way up. | take off my cap and wipe my sweat away with my wrist.
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The route becomes flatter and muddier, but we manage to limp between the bushl
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Suddenly, | hear Cherry yell excitedly, “Hou Liang ah (That’s so beautiful)!”

| look out and see that the coast is immense, stunning and sparkling. The sea is
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| grab out my phone and take photos for Cherry from different angles. She’s grin
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“Nei jui liang (You’re the prettiest) Ia!” | say.
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“Yeah! We’re almost there. Add oil (Cheer up) ah!”
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“The rock looks just like a rhinoceros!” he exclaims.

| find that it’s true, the Rhino Rock bears an uncanny resemblance to a rhinoceros.
The Rhino seems to be attempting to go down the slope.
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The crowd scatters around the area and | peer at the panoramic sea view. The blue
sky fits perfectly with the entire scenery.
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“Maybe you were in the same dorm as me?” The boy asks again.
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“I will go up first. Follow my steps!” | say with confidence.

The guide directs me with his steps, and | go one at a time up the side of Rhino
0000

“Take your steps bit by bit. Slowly. Don’t cross your legs!” The man says.
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Rhino inhales, exhales, grimaces and breathes. It sniffs, and its column quakes,
causing goosebumps to blossom all over my stiff and sweaty arms.

MOOIDOIDO0MOOnoom hm tmoooodMOmmoinooooom 0MOmm O MM oM Omomon
steps. | hesitate, | flinch, and | keep myself steady on where | am. | feel a bead of
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sea. The clear shoreline, the eagles spiralling in the sky, the gusty wind blows. | feel
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“Tighten up your core!” she yells.
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| try a different pose, making sure it’s within my limits, but | fail. | cringe away, step
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“See? No fear. You did it!” The guide says.

“Thank you so much!” | smile. | hold the lingering rope to reach the ground.
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butterfly
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“Butterfly” is a collection

of drawings of moths. The
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fied as butterflies in visual
culture. The name challengll
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difference between a moth
and a butterfly. This piece
O00Mmomnomomoimdoo oo
00000 000oonm 0mmoom
[MOOO0OMmMOOoommo 0o
O00MOMMOoomooommooo
OMOMIDIM O MOm I m o






BWW/W

OO0 Omooon O

mnooo

EIEII]IIIEI[I]EI[I]] Oo000m oomao

(I T

0 000 mMmm 0MoOnmooommomoooo
MModDoooiMMMmmooi MoMmmonoo
shape of a heart, but a wonky one. The
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have to sing.” Jamie scoffs, tugging her
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kitchen fussing over the cake: Betty

Crocker cherry chip cake mix and fluffy
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The candles drip wax onto the
cake, burning to nubs. The frosting
0Mo0imommmimimoiommimmo o om



O 0000 DO00000O00n Mofomooom

eyes shut and clenches her fists. The

furnace groans, filling silence between
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The room seemed to go silent for
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fire as every nerve twitched.
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figure, but now the shoulder lining falls
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on the schoolyard first pointed out how

her thighs deflated against her plasl
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The girls giggled.
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Jamie stacks the Tupperware’s
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That damn iron deficiency her doctor
keeps pestering her about. The scale is
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it. Three months ago, the scale in their
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The three dashes dance
I 00 [MOMOMO0 OO O Om O 0 O
0 00Mmoooodmmoonmo 0000
I (0 00 CH O (OO0 CIHn O i ooomom
differ ence. She peeks down at
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There’s really just so much
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The Grade 8 graduation was top
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Heights Junior High that week. The girls
were grouping off, planning trips to the
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the soccer field. Tabby and Jamie sat
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Tabby usually wore her father’s
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at the shape of her body. The students
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The only empty seat in the class
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Tabby whispered, “Can | sit
here?”. They silently passed scraps of
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That Saturday, Tabby slept over
for the first time.
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“l can’t find one. They

don’t carry my size.”
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“Oh crap, it’s 11:11. Okay, | wish
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Some nights, Mom gives in. Toll
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Jamie drags a floret of dry brocl
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keys? I’ve been trying to find them
since Tuesday.”
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“What do you want
me to say, Mom?”
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“l don’t have a
problem! You
have a problem.”

The cutlery clatters as Jamie
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In Grade 9, Jamie’s weight crept
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school. The uniform khaki pants clung
onto all of her least flattering places,
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fingers. “Stacey, | bet we could both fit
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tect her presence. When they filed out,

she grabbed her shorts from the floor
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gulfed her. Adidas duffel bags with
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and the Grade 11 Girls fitness class
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tations she learned from Tiktok in her
neatest handwriting:

I am losing weight
effortlessly, | am
thin.
0omOg
I wish that by my
birthday, I hit my

lowest weight.
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The girls on social media didn’t
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One tiny bite, she
thinks. It’ll be like it
never happened.
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ger feels foreign. The urge to satisfy it
isn’t natural anymore. It feels awkward:
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“Il wish I would stop
hating myself. | wish
I didn’t punish my |
self. | wish | would
just, you know,

heal. Put everything
behind me.”
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GUNITA 22,
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gunita [noun] memory; recollection; reminiscence
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How I séopped
Fing Porke o 11:11
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“They are so bad for you! Do you even know how many calories they
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these, however, are not always pleasant. Foods are like relationships: some
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NOT YET
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In a whirlwind of unpredictable circumstances, 11:11 has been
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break occasionally, that defines 11:11 for me, a university stull
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My dreamscape is full of fantasies, some logical and some absurd. The three
pictures represent them: the first is the early morning sky after the first snow
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green, orange, and purple filled the sky. The second picture shows a girl
from the modern city looking into the deep mountain, where the 1000-year-
old Hmong villages lie. The crisp black figure is distinguished from the mogl
0000 MOmMioooMotiMmMOIDIMINoMIDMODDDOotomMOm 000 obonooo
present. The most dream-like story comes from the third picture: Humanoid
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shed their feathers and walk into the sea, calmly embracing death. This nonl
sensical story was captured in Haikou, on the south coast of China: a place
ONMO0OM 0o0DODoOMOMOnmiimuo M Do ooom oo o0 Mmoo o omooooo
es, making me wonder if there are hidden myths. These three pictures tell
three stories about how | interpret 11:11 and my dreams and wishes in reality.



11:11 and Me
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LOOKING DEEPER
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BEAUTY IN
SYNCHRONICITY
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11:11 represents synchronicity, new beginnings, and optimism. When
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only represent a portion of yourself? The mirror represents looking
at the person you want to be. The person is still you, but an evolved
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fort zone in order to bloom and flourish. To me, pink flowers reprell
sent calmness, innocence, and contentment. These photos physicalll
ly resemble 11:11 through it’s synchronicity, but also metaphorically
through new beginnings and hope. 11:11 as an angel number is often
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11:11 in your daily life, think to yourself what this could mean for you.















